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PARDON OUR DUST!
Beginning on June 15th, our office
will be undergoing an addition and a
total remodel. By Fall it should be
completed and will be a welcome
change, taking advantage of the
Riverfront improvements in progress
by the City of Allegan. During the 3-4
months of construction, we will have
our same phone numbers and hours
of business, and a close-by
temporary office space to hold
meetings.
It will be business as usual
throughout the summer project, so
please don't hesitate to call if I can
help with any questions or concerns.
Thank you!
Steve
June 2015
Retirement Withdrawal Rates
Avoiding Probate: Is It Worth It?
Millennials vs. Boomers: How Wide Is
the Gap?
What is this new chip-card technology
I've been hearing about in the news?

During your working years, you've probably set
aside funds in retirement accounts such as
IRAs, 401(k)s, and other workplace savings
plans, as well as in taxable accounts. Your
challenge during retirement is to convert those
savings into an ongoing income stream that will
provide adequate income throughout your
retirement years.

October 1994; Jonathan Guyton, "Decision
Rules and Portfolio Management for Retirees:
Is the 'Safe' Initial Withdrawal Rate Too Safe?"
Journal of Financial Planning, October 2004)

Conventional wisdom

In addition, inflation may have a greater impact
on retirees. That's because costs for some
services, such as health care and food, have
risen more dramatically than the Consumer
Price Index (the basic inflation measure) for
several years. As these costs may represent a
disproportionate share of their budgets, retirees
may experience higher inflation costs than
younger people, and therefore might need to
keep initial withdrawal rates relatively modest.

Still other experts suggest that our current
environment of lower government bond yields
may warrant a lower withdrawal rate, around
3%. (Source: Blanchett, Finke, and Pfau, "Low
Your retirement lifestyle will depend not only on Bond Yields and Safe Portfolio Withdrawal
your assets and investment choices, but also
Rates," Journal of Wealth Management, Fall
on how quickly you draw down your retirement 2013)
portfolio. The annual percentage that you take Don't forget that these hypotheses were based
out of your portfolio, whether from returns or the on historical data about various types of
principal itself, is known as your withdrawal
investments, and past results don't guarantee
rate. Figuring out an appropriate initial
future performance.
withdrawal rate is a key issue in retirement
Inflation is a major consideration
planning and presents many challenges.
Why is your withdrawal rate important? An initial withdrawal rate of, say, 4% may seem
relatively low, particularly if you have a large
Take out too much too soon, and you might run portfolio. However, if your initial withdrawal rate
out of money in your later years. Take out too
is too high, it can increase the chance that your
little, and you might not enjoy your retirement
portfolio will be exhausted too quickly, because
years as much as you could. Your withdrawal
you'll need to withdraw a greater amount of
rate is especially important in the early years of money each year from your portfolio just to
your retirement, as it will have a lasting impact keep up with inflation and preserve the same
on how long your savings will last.
purchasing power over time.
So, what withdrawal rate should you expect
from your retirement savings? One widely used
rule of thumb states that your portfolio should
last for your lifetime if you initially withdraw 4%
of your balance (based on an asset mix of 50%
stocks and 50% intermediate-term Treasury
notes), and then continue drawing the same
dollar amount each year, adjusted for inflation.
However, this rule of thumb has been under
increasing scrutiny.
Some experts contend that a higher withdrawal
rate (closer to 5%) may be possible in the early,
active retirement years if later withdrawals grow
more slowly than inflation. Others contend that
portfolios can last longer by adding asset
classes and freezing the withdrawal amount
during years of poor performance. By doing so,
they argue, "safe" initial withdrawal rates above
5% might be possible. (Sources: William P.
Bengen, "Determining Withdrawal Rates Using
Historical Data," Journal of Financial Planning,

Your withdrawal rate
There is no standard rule of thumb. Every
individual has unique retirement goals and
means, and your withdrawal rate needs to be
tailored to your particular circumstances. The
higher your withdrawal rate, the more you'll
have to consider whether it is sustainable over
the long term.
All investing involves risk, including the possible
loss of principal; there can be no assurance
that any investment strategy will be successful.
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Avoiding Probate: Is It Worth It?

Why avoid probate?
• It can be slow; getting
needed assets into the
hands of your heirs may
be delayed
• It can be costly, especially
if an estate is large or
complex, or ancillary
probate is needed
• It is public; documents
that you wish to remain
private can be accessed
by the public
How to avoid probate
• Own assets jointly with
right of survivorship
• Own assets that pass by
beneficiary designation,
such as life insurance and
retirement plans
• Use a trust
• Gift assets during your
lifetime

When you die, your estate goes through a
process that manages, settles, and distributes
your property according to the terms of your
will. This process is governed by state law and
is called probate. Probate proceedings fall
under the jurisdiction of the probate court (also
called the Surrogate's, Orphans', or Chancery
court) of the state in which you are domiciled at
the time of your death. This court oversees
probate of your personal property and any real
estate that is located in that state. If you own
property located in a state other than the state
in which you are domiciled at the time of your
death, a separate "ancillary" probate
proceeding may need to be initiated in the other
state.

costs for legal notices, attorney's fees,
executor's fees, bond premiums, and appraisal
fees. Court costs and attorney's fees can vary
from state to state. Typically, the larger the
estate, the greater the probate costs. However,
if a smaller estate has complex issues
associated with its administration or with
distribution of its assets (e.g., if the person who
died owned property in several states), probate
can be quite costly.
Probate is a public process. Wills and any other
documents submitted for probate become part
of the public record--something to consider if
you or your family members have privacy
concerns.

Why choose to go through probate?

Note: "Domicile" is a legal term meaning the
state where you intend to make your permanent For most estates, there's usually little reason to
home. It does not refer to a summer home or a avoid probate. The actual time and costs
involved are often modest, and it just doesn't
temporary residence.
make sense to plan around it. And there are
Items that are subject to probate are known as
actually a couple of benefits from probate.
probate assets. Probate assets generally
Because the court supervises the process, you
consist of any property you own individually at
have some assurance that your wishes will be
the time of your death that passes to your
abided by, and if a family squabble should
beneficiaries according to the terms of your will.
arise, the court can help settle the matter.
Examples of nonprobate assets include
Further, probate offers some protection against
property that is owned jointly with right of
creditors. As part of the probate process,
survivorship (e.g., a jointly held bank account)
creditors are notified to make their claims
and property that is owned as
against the estate in a timely manner. If they do
tenants-by-the-entirety (i.e., real property
not, it becomes much more difficult for them to
owned jointly by a husband and wife). Other
make their claims later on.
examples are property that passes to
In addition, some states require that your will be
designated beneficiaries by operation of law,
probated before the beneficiaries under your
such as proceeds of life insurance and
will can exercise certain rights. Among the
retirement benefits, and property held in trust.
rights that may be limited are the right of your
Property that does not pass by will, right of
surviving spouse to waive his or her share
survivorship, beneficiary designation, or trust
under the will and elect a statutory share
will also be subject to probate.
instead, use your residence during his or her
Why avoid probate?
remaining life, set aside certain property, and
Most wills have to be probated. The rules vary receive a family allowance.
from state to state, but in some states, smaller
How to avoid probate
estates are exempt from probate, or they may
An estate plan can be designed to limit the
qualify for an expedited process.
assets that pass through probate or to avoid
Probate can be slow. Depending on where your
probate altogether. Property may be passed
executor probates your estate and the size of
outside of probate by owning property jointly
your probate estate, the probate process can
with right of survivorship; by ensuring that
take as little as three months or as long as
beneficiary designation forms are completed for
three years. Three years can be a long time to
those types of assets that allow them, such as
wait for needed income. It can take even longer
IRAs, retirement plans, and life insurance (to
if the estate is a complicated one or if any of the
avoid probate you shouldn't name your estate
heirs are contesting the will.
as beneficiary); by putting property in a trust;
Probate can be costly. Probate costs usually
and by making lifetime gifts.
include court costs (filing fees, etc.), publication
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Millennials vs. Boomers: How Wide Is the Gap?
Texting versus email (or even snail mail). Angry
Birds versus Monopoly. "The Theory of
Everything" versus "The Sound of Music."
"Dancing with the Stars" versus "American
Bandstand."

Can you tell the difference
between the attitudes of
baby boomers and
millennials when it comes to
finances? Take this quiz and
see.

It's no secret that there are a lot of differences
between baby boomers, born between
1946-1964, and millennials, who were generally
born after 1980 (though there is disagreement
over the precise time frame for millennials). But
when it comes to finances, there may not be as
much difference in some areas as you might
expect. See if you can guess which generation
is more likely to have made the following
statements.

Boomer or millennial?
1) I have enough money to lead the life I want,
or believe I will in the future.
2) My high school degree has increased my
potential earning power.
3) I rely on my checking account to pay for my
day-to-day purchases.
4) I consider myself a conservative investor.
5) Generally speaking, most people can be
trusted.
6) I'm worried that I won't be able to pay off the
debts that I owe.

The answers
1) Millennials. According to a 2014 survey by
the Pew Research Center, millennials were
more optimistic about their finances than any
other generational cohort, including baby
boomers. Roughly 85% of millennials said they
either currently had enough to meet their
financial needs or expected to be able to live
the lives they want in the future; that's
substantially higher than the 60% of boomers
who said the same thing. Although a higher
percentage of boomers--45%--said they
currently have enough to meet their needs, only
32% of millennials felt they had enough money
right now, though another 53% were hopeful
about their financial futures. Source:
"Millennials in Adulthood," Pew Research
Center, 2014
2) Boomers. The ability of a high school
education to provide an income has dropped
since the boomers' last senior prom, while a
college education has never been more
valuable. In 1979, the typical high school
graduate's earnings were 77% of a college
graduate's; in 2013, millennials with a high
school diploma earned only 62% of what a
college graduate did. And 22% of millennials
with only a high school degree were living in

poverty in 2013; back in 1979, the figure for
boomers at that age was 7%. Source: "The
Rising Cost of Not Going to College," Pew
Research Center, 2014
3) Boomers. Not surprisingly, millennials are far
more likely than boomers to use alternative
payment methods for day-to-day expenses. A
study by the FINRA Investor Education
Foundation found that millennials are almost
twice as likely as boomers to use prepaid debit
cards (31% compared to 16% of boomers).
They're also more than six times as likely to use
mobile payment methods such as Apple Pay or
Google Wallet; 13% of milliennials reported
using mobile methods, while only 2% of
boomers had done so. Source: "The Financial
Capability of Young Adults--A Generational
View," FINRA Foundation Financial Capability
Insights, FINRA Investor Education Foundation,
2014
4) Millennials. You might think that with
thousands of baby boomers retiring every day,
the boomers might be the cautious ones. But in
one survey of U.S. investors, only 31% of
boomers identified themselves as conservative
investors. By contrast, 43% of millennials
described themselves as conservative when it
came to investing. The survey also found that
millennials outscored boomers on whether they
wanted to leave money to their children (40%
vs. 25%) and in wanting to improve their
understanding of investing (44% vs. 38%).
Source: Accenture, "Generation D: An
Emerging and Important Investor Segment,"
2013
5) Boomers. Millennials may have been around
the track fewer times than boomers have, but
their experiences seem to have given them a
more jaundiced view of human nature. In the
Pew Research "Millennials in Adulthood"
survey, only 19% of millennials said most
people can be trusted; with boomers, that
percentage was 31%. However, millennials
were slightly more upbeat about the future of
the country; 49% of millennials said the
country's best years lie ahead, while only 44%
of boomers agreed.
6) Millennials. However, the difference between
the generations might not be as significant as
you might think. In the FINRA Foundation
financial capability study, 55% of millennials
with student loans said they were concerned
about being able to pay off their debt. That's not
much higher than the 50% of boomers who
were worried about debt repayment.
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What is this new chip-card technology I've been hearing
about in the news?
In recent years, data breaches
at major retailers have
increased across the United
States. As a way to counteract
these data breaches, many U.S. credit-card
companies have started implementing a more
secure chip-card technology called EMV (which
is short for Europay, Mastercard, and Visa).

Fortunately, there is good news for U.S.
consumers on the horizon.

Currently, most retailers use the magnetic strips
on the back of your debit or credit card to
access your account information. Unfortunately,
the information contained in the magnetic strips
is easily accessed by hackers. In addition, the
magnetic strips use the same account
information for every transaction. So once your
card information is stolen, it can be used over
and over again.

Along with EMV, even more advanced
encryption technology is being developed that
will increase security for online transactions and
payments made with smartphones. In fact, new
mobile payment options like Apple Pay and
Google Wallet could eventually make paying
with plastic entirely obsolete.

With the new EMV technology, debit cards and
credit cards are embedded with a computer
chip that generates a unique authentication
code for each transaction. So if your card
information is ever hacked, it can't be used
again--it's a "one-and-done" scenario.

Beginning in 2015, many large retailers will
switch to the new EMV technology by installing
payment terminals designed to read the new
chip-embedded payment cards. It may take
additional time, however, for smaller retailers to
adopt this latest technology.

In the meantime, in the wake of these data
breaches, you should make it a priority to
periodically review your credit-card and bank
account activity for suspicious charges. If you
typically wait for your monthly statements to
arrive in the mail, consider signing up for online
access to your accounts--that way you can
monitor your accounts as often as needed.

While many developed nations moved to EMV
technology years ago, U.S. retailers have
previously been unwilling to shoulder the costs.
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